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shook my head silently. Miss St. Clair groaned, Mr. Barras snuffled loudly, and stammered: " W — what did you expect, if the others can't study it, how can she? "
" Oh," I answered, " I can study the lines, Mr. Barras, but/' big tears came into my eyes, I was so sorry to disappoint the lovely blond star, "it's —it's a crying part — a great lady and a crying part! I — I — oh, if you please, I can't cry. I can laugh and dance and sing and scold, but I don't know how to cry; and look here/' I caught up the part and fluttered over the leaves and pointed to the oft-repeated word " weeps — weeps," " and, Miss St. Clair," I excitedly finished, " I can't weep, and I won't have a stitch of clothes for her back either! "
All three hearers burst out laughing. Miss St. Clair was in radiant good-humor in an instant. She dried my eyes, and said: " Child, if you really can study that long part, and just walk through it after only one rehearsal, you will be a very clever little girl. You need not try to act, just give me the lines and hold a handkerchief to your eyes when tears are called for. You shall have one of my prettiest dresses for the court scene, and I guess you have a white muslin of your own for the garden scene, have not you ? "
I had, yes, and so I went home, heavy-hearted, to undertake the study of my first crying part.
Good heavens! In spite of this memory, I catch myself wondering was there ever a first one — did I ever do anything else. For it seems to me I have cried steadily through all the years of my dramatic life. Tears gentle, regretful; tears petulant, fretful; tears stormy, passionate ; tears slow, despairing; with a light patter, now and then, of my own particular brand, kept for the expression of my own personal troubles — very bitter, briny tears they are, and I find that a very few answer my purpose nicely.
Miss St. Clair, who was tall as well as fair, had me^s-ured the length of my skirt in front, so that she migfyt have one of her dresses shortened for me during the